Ship Fact Sheet

MATA HARI (1915)

Base data at 5 June 1915. Last amended December 2008
* indicates entries changed during P&O Group service.

Type

P&O Group service
P&O Group status*
Former name(s)

Registered owners,*

managers* and operators*

Builders
Yard
Country
Yard number

Registry

Official number
Signal letters

Call sign
Classification society

Gross tonnage
Net tonnage
Deadweight

Length
Breadth
Depth
Draught

Engines
Engine builders
Works

Country

Power
Propulsion
Speed

Passenger capacity
Cargo capacity
Crew

Employment

General cargo liner
1915-1942
Owned by subsidiary company

British India Steam Navigation Company Ltd

Charles Rennoldson & Co
South Shields

UK

167

South Shields, UK
134962

JLFB

MFWN

Lloyd’s Register

1,020 grt
511 nrt
1,022 tons

67.0m (220.0ft)
10.73m (35.2ft)

4.57m (15.0ft)

3.96m (13.0ft)

Triple-expansion steam engine
Shields Engineering Co Ltd
North Shields

UK

850 ihp
Single screw
9 knots

8 cabin, 645 deck passengers

Malayan feeder services

0269
1915/0605



Career

03.03.1915:
27.05.1915:
05.06.1915:

02.07.1915:

10.09.1915:
15.10.1915:

20.08.1924:

01.09.1939:

12.1941:

08.02.1942:

12.02.1942:

15.02.1942:

28.02.1942:

27.12.1943:
02.03.1945:

MATA HARI (1915)

Laid down for P&O but transferred on the stocks to the British India
Steam Navigation Company which P&O took over in 1914.
Damaged before launching.

Launched.

Registered.

Ran trials and delivered as Mati Hari for British India Steam
Navigation Company. The first oil-fired ship in the Bl fleet, she
retained the name selected by P&O (Mata Hari is Malay for ‘eye of
day’ i.e ‘sun’) and was sailed out to Singapore by P&O.

Put into Gibraltar with engine trouble. Returned to her builders for
attention.

Put into Colombo with engine trouble.

Handed over to Bl in Singapore. Initially on Singapore/Bangkok
service.

Ownership transferred to The Peninsular and Oriental Steam
Navigation Company at a cost of £20,000. Under the Victoria Point
Agreement between lines operating in the area, P&O was now
entitled to two ships on the Malayan coast, although management
and operation of Mata Hari was retained by British India Steam
Navigation Company. She operated with P&O’s newly-delivered
Bulan but retained her Bl officers and Asian (Malay, Chinese and
Indian) crew on a weekly service. She also carried a Chinese
compradore who purchased cargo under a contract with P&O and
employed his own gang of coolies to load and unload.
Requisitioned by the Admiralty for service with the Malayan Auxiliary
Fleet.

Sent to the west coast of Siam to collect refugees and to destroy
three Italian ships at Tonkah, although these had already been
scuttled. Then she shadowed the Army withdrawal down the
Malacca Strait, using a group of launches to destroy vessels and
facilities that might be of use to the advancing enemy.

Arrived in Singapore after being dive bombed. Bombed again while
in port, but not hit.

Sailed from Singapore for Batavia with a ship’s complement of 483: 9
officers, 72 European ratings, 2 Asian crew, 30 Royal Marines and
60 Royal Naval personnel from the Prince of Wales and Repulse, 60
Army personnel, 118 civilian men and 132 women and children.
Three other ships in company were all lost, and Mata Hari could not
find a suitable place in Sumatra to put her refugees ashore.
Captured by Japanese forces 24 km (15 miles) off Muntok at
0300hrs. Her passengers and crew were landed the following day.
Taken to Singapore, she was subsequently condemned by the
Sasebo Prize Court.

Bombed and sunk by the Japanese in the Sunda Strait, but refloated
and commissioned as the communications ship Yumihara.
Released to Japanese civilian owners. Renamed Nichirin Maru.
Bombed and sunk by US land-based aircraft in the East China Sea
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MATA HARI (1915)

in position 27°10'N-12435’E.

- ends -

0269
1915/0605



